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Introducing the Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation Visa® Rewards Credit Card 

Supreme Court 
Candidates Discuss 
Judicial Ethics

Philadelphia Bar Association members now have 

access to everything Sb1 Federal 

Credit Union offers, including 

their own point-earning 

Philadelphia Bar Association 

Visa® Rewards credit card. The 

new Philadelphia Bar Association 

Visa® Rewards credit card 

comes packed with a long list of 

financial benefits, including a 

low introductory rate; no annual, balance transfer and cash 

advance fees; free car rental insurance and more.

Every trip to the store or online purchase earns cardholders 

one point for every one dollar they spend. Those points add 

up fast—good for use toward travel and gift rewards. 

With the Philadelphia Bar Association Visa® Rewards credit 

card, cardholders have the option to transfer their other credit 

card balances over without paying any additional 

fees. 

Sb1 Federal Credit Union is a local, not-for-

profit financial cooperative. Originally founded in 

1977, it has evolved into a full-service, member-

oriented financial institution servicing more 

than one hundred companies across the country 

and within the Philadelphia community. It is 

committed to making its members happy by 

introducing them to a new kind of banking—where savings 

really matter, borrowing money is affordable and fees are few 

and far between. 

Look for this great benefit coming soon. For questions 

contact Jason Greer at Jason.Greer@sb1fcu.org or at 

800.806.9465 ext. 7746.  

 By Amanda J. Dougherty

The last time Pennsylvania had  

three positions available on its Supreme 

Court was when William Penn was gov-

ernor. This momentous occasion comes 

in the wake of various scandalsimpacting 

the court. It was thus no surprise that 

judicial ethics was a dominating topic at 

the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Deci-

sion 2015: Supreme Court Candidates 

Forum on Sept. 18, at the PBI Confer-

ence Center in Philadelphia. 

Four of the seven candidates partici-

pated in the forum: Hon. Christine L. 

Donahue, Superior Court, Allegheny 

County; Hon. Kevin M. Dougherty, 

Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia 

County; Hon. Michael A. George, 

President Judge, Court of Common 

Pleas, Adams County; and Hon. David 

N. Wecht, Superior Court, Allegheny 

County. Judge Donohue led opening 

continued on page 14
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Moderator Carl A. Solano, partner, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP (left),  
with four of the 2015 judicial candidates for the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
(from left) Hon. Christine L. Donahue, Superior Court, Allegheny County; Hon. 
Kevin M. Dougherty, Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia County; Hon. Michael A. 
George, President Judge, Court of Common Pleas, Adams County; and Hon. David 
N. Wecht, Superior Court, Allegheny County; at Decision 2015: Supreme Court 
Candidates Forum on Sept. 18.
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Blank Rome Takes Legal Clinic on the Road
n  By Kathy E. Ochroch and 

Krystal Kane

At Blank Rome LLP, one of our 
signature pro bono projects is a partner-
ship with the Legal Clinic for the Disabled 
(LCD) to host advance planning clinics at 
Inglis House (Inglis), a specialty nursing 
care facility for adults with severe physical 
disabilities. These clinics provide us with 
a unique opportunity to use our skills to 
help those in need while challenging us to 
grow as counselors and advocates. 

Due to their limited mobility, the 
clients at Inglis are unable to travel to our 
office, so we work with LCD to bring the 
clinic to them. A team of attorneys brings 
laptops and printers to Inglis, where they 
draft wills, living wills and powers of attor-
ney for residents. The most challenging 
and rewarding part of this work is bridging 
the communication gap with our Inglis 
clients. Many of the them have significant 
disabilities that make verbal communica-
tion difficult, and require us to learn new 
ways to communicate effectively. We have 

served clients who use assistive devices to 
speak, and others who use hand or head 
gestures to indicate their wishes. One 
particularly memorable client used a pre-
recorded message to introduce himself and 
to explain his method of communication. 
His message instructed us how to ask ques-
tions so that he could properly respond. 
Through the recorded message, we also 
learned about his background as a proud 
Philadelphian and Vietnam veteran. Using 
these tools, we are able to see the person, 
not just the disability. 

While there is undoubtedly a benefit 
to the clients we assist through this clinic, 
the work is also equally meaningful and 
important to our volunteers. The oppor-
tunity to bring legal services directly to 
people who need them is a truly rewarding 
experience. It also presents an opportunity 
to push ourselves out of our comfort zones. 
Our work provides a sense of security and 
independence to our clients, and we leave 
the clinic feeling satisfied and grateful for 
the opportunity to help. Through this 
project, we are able to ensure that these cli-
ents have the ability to make choices that 
will impact their health care and finances 
for years to come. It can be very difficult 
for adults who require assistance with the 
tasks of daily living to retain their indepen-
dence, so it is incredibly gratifying that we 
are able to help them in this way. 

We feel very fortunate to work with 
LCD to further their mission of ensur-
ing access to legal services for low-income 
people with disabilities. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about pro bono 
opportunities through the LCD, please 
contact Esther Miller, managing attorney, 
at emiller@lcdphila.org or 215-587-3357.

 
Kathy E. Ochroch (Ochroch@BlankRome.
com) is a partner and the director of pro 
bono services, and Krystal Kane (KKane@
BlankRome.com) is the pro bono coordina-
tor, at Blank Rome LLP.

GillespieHall PR left the Young Lawyers 
Division with six things they can do now 
to improve their LinkedIn profiles: 1) 
use a recent, sharply focused headshot; 2) 
insert an appropriate background image 
that enhances (not detracts from) your 
headshot; 3) shorten and customize your 
LinkedIn URL; 4) optimize your head-
line — you have 120 characters to make an 
impression; 5) ask for recommendations 
from credible, relevant connections; and 
6) populate the volunteer section on the 
page — show your “caring” side.

Visit GillespieHall.com for more tips 
and suggestions for taking control of your 
online identity. 

Maya J. Brown (mbrown@philabar.org) is 
the marketing and development coordinator 
for the Philadelphia Bar Foundation.

Online Identity
continued from page 7


