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Michigan Veto Pushes Online Gaming to 2019
Update: Governor vetoes Michigan online gambling bill.

Michigan’s online gaming industry was faced with a setback
on Friday, as outgoing Governor Rick Snyder vetoed the
legislation that would legalize online gaming and open the
door for sports wagering in Michigan. While recognizing the
efforts of those that got the legislation this far, Governor
Snyder ultimately decided to veto the legislation citing a lack
of data and a number of concerns he had with the bill.

Despite the current delay, proponents of the bill expect
to reintroduce the legislation in the coming year as
Governor Snyder leaves office on January 1, 2019.
Governor Snyder’s letter can be found at: content.
govdelivery.com/attachments/MIGOV/2018/12/28/file_
attachments/1130293/Veto%20Letter%204926%20-%20
4928.pdf

In a letter to the Michigan legislature, Governor Snyder said
that he was concerned that passing the bill could divert
revenue from Michigan’s Lottery program; that revenue
may be lost as consumers shift from on-premises gambling
to online gambling; and that without more study, there was
a reasonable chance that the state could lose revenue that
could be helpful in dealing with social service issues that
are ordinarily attendant to increased gambling behavior.
The Governor noted that, by his veto, he was allowing the
legislature and new administration to more thoroughly
evaluate the impact of online gaming.

For more information please contact:
Stephen D. Schrier
215.569.5651 | schrier@blankrome.com
Jeremy N. Kolman
215.569.5615 | jkolman@blankrome.com

© 2018 BLANK ROME LLP. All rights reserved. Please contact Blank Rome for permission to reprint. Notice: The purpose of this update is to identify select developments that may be of
interest to readers. The information contained herein is abridged and summarized from various sources, the accuracy and completeness of which cannot be assured. This update should not
be construed as legal advice or opinion, and is not a substitute for the advice of counsel.
blankrome.com

